Responding to Islam

I.
Islam


A.
What is Islam? – Basic facts



1.
The word “Islam” is Arabic and means “submission” referring to a faithful Muslims submission to God and His will.



2.
Islam is the world’s 2nd largest religion after Christianity with about 1.2 billion members




-
there are 2 billion Christians, ½ of which are Catholic, ¼ Orthodox, and ¼ Protestant



3.
Followers of Islam are called “Muslims” which is Arabic meaning “one who has submitted”



4.
Islam was founded by Mohammed in the 7th century



5.
There are several sects of Muslims




a.
The Sunni are the largest group – 80-90% of all Muslims




b.
The Shiites are their major rival and are a majority only in Iran





1)
they reject the first 3 successors of Muhammed, called “khalifs”, honored by the Sunni





2)
they believe there were 12 successors, called “imans” and the last was a four year old boy who vanished into a cave in 873 and is believe to still be alive and will return on the Last Day to establish Islamic rule in the world


B.
Who was Mohammed?



1.
Mohammed was born in Mecca (now in Saudi Arabia) around 570AD in a tribe that served as guardians of the temple there where many deities were worshipped.




a.
He was raised by his uncle and had contact with Jews and Christians through his family’s trade business.




b.
He married an older widow and had many children, though only his daughter, Fatima, survived.




c.
After the death of his wife, Mohammed had many wives



2.
In 610AD, Mohammed claimed to hear the voice of God (or the Angel Gabriel) while meditating in a cave on Mount Hirah outside of Mecca.




a.
This was the first of many reported revelations that were later collected in Qur’an (Arabic for recitation).  They were not written down by Mohammed but by later disciples after an oral tradition.




b.
He began preaching to people of his native city but had very little success 





1)
The Christians there were mostly unorthodox sects





2)
He moved to Yathrib in 623, now called Medina, where he began to have more success





3)
This is the beginning of the of the Muslim era, abbreviated A.H. (today is 1424A.H.)

 


c.
Mohammed and his forces seized Mecca in 630 and purged the Ka’bah shrine of its idols





-
following this, other Arab tribes either submitted to him or were conquered



3.
Mohammed died in 632.



4.
After his death, Mohammed’s successors, the khalifs, conducted an aggressive campaign of expansion




a.
in line with the Qur’an, pagans were offered the choice of converting or death, while Christians and Jews were offered the choice of converting, death, or paying a special tax while living under subjection as 2nd class citizens




b.
Within a century, Muslims had taken control of Syria, Palestine, and North Africa, once Christian lands





1)
They invaded and seized control of southern Spain, invaded France, and were stopped by Charles Martel from invading Rome in 732.





2)
Within two centuries, they conquered Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and parts of India





3)
They conquered the Byzantine Empire in 1453

C.
What do Muslims believe?



1.
The principle sources of Muslim belief are the Qur’an (or Koran) and the Hadith.




a.
The Qur’an is believed to be divinely inspired and completely inerrant.  Muslims believe it was dictated to Mohammed from heaven in such a way that the words have no imprint from Mohammed.  They believe it is an exact copy of the book written on a tablet in Arabic, kept in heaven.




b.
The Hadith (tradition) are the reports of the sayings, deeds, and approvals of Mohammed.



2.
Basic profession of faith – “There is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet.”




a.
“Believe in Allah and his messenger, and the Scripture which he hath sent to his messenger and the Scripture which he sent to those before him. Any who denieth Allah, his angels, his books, his messenger, and the Day of Judgment, hath gone far, far astray.”




b.
Muslims do not believe in the Trinity or the divinity of Jesus Christ, though they do believe Jesus was born of the a Virgin and have a devotion to the Blessed Mother.





1)
they do not believe the Jesus died and rose but another who looked like him was crucified





2)
they believe Jesus was caught up to heaven and will return in the end times to slay the Antichrist, destroy all crosses, live on earth for a period, institute Islamic rule, have a family, and finally die and be buried near Mohammed in Medina.




c.
Allah is the Arabic word used for God



3.
Muslims believe that God sent messengers throughout history, all coming with the same message but people misunderstood and corrupted that message.  Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Moses, David, Jesus and Mohammed where all Muslim prophets.  Muslim tradition states that there have been 124,000 prophets sent to every people.




a.
Mohammed was the last and greatest prophet who gave the true message, Islam, which has not been corrupted by his followers.




b.
They believe that God gave many scriptures to man but only four survived: The Torah, the Psalms, the Gospels, and the Qur’an…though only the Qur’an has not been corrupted.



4.
Muslims believe in angels, evil spirits, and a day of Judgment with eternal destinies of heaven or hell.



5.
Muslims believe that Islam is a total way of life and do not separate religion from politics, believe that both state and religion are under obedience to Allah through the teachings of Islam.


D.
How do Muslims practice their religion? The Five Pillars



1.
Confession of Faith (shahadah)



2.
Prayer (salat) – Muslims are required to pray five times a day



3.
Fasting (saum) – during the month of Rammadan, there is a complete fast from food and water during the day



4.
Alms (zakat) – a percentage of their income is give to charity



5.
Pilgrimage (hajj) – once in their lifetime, it is necessary to go to Mecca if possible.


E.
Jihad (or struggle) – it is a duty for Muslims to struggle for their faith and the good of their community



1.
this can take the form of an internal struggle with person sin



2.
most commonly known as “holy war” against non-Muslims (they are forbidden to fight other Muslims)




a.
It is a highly controversial topic about if the Qur’an condones or even commands Muslims to fight against “infidels” or non-believers.




b.
Toward Jews & Christians, the Qur’an states: “Fight against those to whom the Scriptures were given as believe in neither God nor the last day, who do not forbid what God and his messenger have forbidden, and who do not embrace the true faith, until they pay tribute out of hand and are utterly subdued” (Surah 9:29).




c.
Towards pagans: “Slay the idolaters wherever you find them. Arrest them, besiege them, and lie in ambush everywhere for them. If they repent and take to prayer and render the alms levy, allow them to go their way. God is forgiving and merciful” (Surah 9:5).




c.
The Qur’an promises heavenly reward to those fighting for Allah



3.
One cannot deny the historical conquests of Muslims, though it is too simplistic to regard Islam as simply a religion “of violence” or a religion “of peace”




-
many Muslims would argue that violence is not in fidelity with true Islam, while others disagree

III.
Apologetical Response


A.
Method of responding to complex issues



-
One can easily get lost in answering minor issues and miss the more important questions.  Minor issues can help give credibility to core issues that can be hard for some to accept but if core issues are dealt with, most minor issues fall away.


B.
Historical Accuracy



1.
Many modern attacks on Catholicism are rooted in either historical misunderstandings or historical errors.




-
examples: Inquisition, Crusades, Indulgences, Church Councils, etc.



2.
Islam presents a distorted view of history to support their ideology




a.
Islam distorts the Old Testament history whereby figures like Moses and David are made to preach the Muslim faith but was corrupted by their followers.




b.
The crucifixion of Jesus is denied, though it is supported even by the Jewish historian Josephus in the first century.




c.
It seems extremely problematic that God sent the Old Testament prophets and Jesus with the same message but it always was immediately corrupted.  Yet the message give to Mohammed was kept perfectly intact, though not written down by Mohammed or his immediate followers.




d.
Christianity, however, is in line with the progressive revelation of the Old Testament events prophesying of and pointing to the Messiah.


C.
The Reliability of the Bible



1.
If the Scriptures, particularly the Gospels are shown to be corrupt, then they couldn’t be used as a reliable source of history, nor a source of Divine Revelation.




-
our goal is not to prove that the Scriptures are infallible, but that they are simply a reliable source of history



2.
How can the Old Testament be reliable if the oldest complete copy we have of the Hebrew is from 900AD?




a.
The scribe was a trained profession and Jewish scribes were meticulous in copying the Old Testament




b.
Comparisons of the Massoretic text with earlier Latin and Greek have revealed little deviation during the  thousand years between 100BC and 900AD.




c.
In 1947, when the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, the Old Testament texts found dating around 100BC where shown to contain little or no deviations from the Massoretic text.




d.
The Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, is also an extremely accurate translation.



3.
What about the New Testament?  Could Constantine really change it?




a.
The two oldest complete copies of the New Testament date from the 4th century.




b.
We have many fragments of writings as far back as 130AD.




c.
By Constantine’s time, there were thousands of copies in circulation, it would have been impossible to change them all.




d.
The early Church Fathers quote the New Testament, starting with Clement of Rome in 96AD.  So much is quoted that if we were to lose all copies of the New Testament we could reconstruct it from the writings of the early Church Fathers minus only fifteen to twenty verses.




e.
The fragments and quotes of the Church Fathers prove that the New Testament writings were not later corrupted and are reliable historical documents.




f.
If the same objective, scientific approach is used on the New Testament as all other ancient texts, then the texts are remarkably reliable.  We have 500 copies of the New Testament that date before 500AD whereas there are only 50 copies of the Iliad within 500 years of its origin and only one late manuscript of Tacitus’s Annals which everyone treats as authentic history.




g.
Moreover, it is unreasonable that the faith that Christians were being persecuted and dying to stay faithful to could be radically changed and imbibed with paganism without a peep from them.



4.
So when was the New Testament written?




a.
The Epistles of St. Paul were written first – around 50-65AD




b.
The Gospels are dated from 50-100AD even by many scholars not considered “conservative” or “orthodox”



5.
The Gnostic Gospels, including the Gospel of Mary, Gospel of Thomas, and the Gospel of Phillip were not written before the early 2nd century and many are dated in the third, fourth, and fifth centuries.



6.
Did Constantine establish the canon of Scripture?




a.
No, the Canon of the Scriptures wasn’t formally defined by the Church until after Constantine in the late 300s and early 400s.




b.
Church Fathers including Tertullian, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus, writing in the second century refer to the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the writings of St. Paul, etc.


D.
The Divinity of Jesus Christ



1.
At the root of both Islam and “The Da Vinci Code” is the issue of the Divinity of Jesus Christ




a.
If Jesus of Nazareth is truly God Incarnate, then all of reality is changed and one cannot follow Islam or buy into the “Code” but must be faced with the question, “Who do you say that I am?”




b.
If Jesus is God then His teachings are true, His death & resurrection is the hinge of human history, He has a right to our entire lives, and He has the power to transform our lives like no one else can.



2.
The argument: Jesus claimed to be God




a.
Sources for this claim





1)
The Gospels & NT writings, which have been shown to be a reliable source of history






a)
John 10:30-33 – “"I and the Father are one." The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 





Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of these do you stone me?"  The Jews answered him, "It is not for a good work that we stone you but for blasphemy; because you, being a man, make yourself God."”




b)
Matthew 11:27 – “All things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and any one to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”




c)
John 8:58 – “Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am."”




d)
John 20:28 – “And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.”




e)
Titus 2:13 – “awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ”




f)
Colossians 2:9 – “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily”




g)
for more quotes, see: http://ic.net/~erasmus/RAZ98.HTM


2)
Non-Christian sources attest that first century Christians believed Jesus was God




a)
Pliny the Younger, a pagan historian writes to the Emperor in 111AD: “...it was their habit on a fixed day to assemble before daylight and recite by turns a form of words to Christ as a god…”




b)
for other non-Christian writers speaking of Jesus Christ see: http://users.binary.net/polycarp/jesus.html


3)
Early Christian writings from 110AD onward clearly refer to Jesus as God




a)
Ignatius of Antioch (110AD) – “For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary in accord with God’s plan: of the seed of David, it is true, but also of the Holy Spirit”




b)
Aristides (140AD) – “"[Christians] are they who, above every people of the earth, have found the truth, for they acknowledge God, the Creator and maker of all things, in the only-begotten Son and in the Holy Spirit”




c)
Tatian the Syrian (170AD) – “We are not playing the fool, you Greeks, nor do we talk nonsense, when we report that God was born in the form of a man.”




d)
Clement of Alexandria (190AD) – “Despised as to appearance but in reality adored, [Jesus is] the expiator, the Savior, the soother, the divine Word, he that is quite evidently true God, he that is put on a level with the Lord of the universe because he was his Son”


b.
If Jesus claimed to be God then we only have three options



1)
Jesus is a liar: Jesus knew he wasn’t God, but said that he was anyway




a)
few, if any, would deny that Jesus was a good person who did and taught great things




b)
but for someone to lie about who they are is quite evil




c)
it would be a tremendous evil for Jesus to lie and say that he was God




d)
everyone lies for a  purpose…what did Jesus’ lie get Him?  Cruel torturing, crucifixion, and death.  To avoid His crucifixion, all he would have had to say was that He was lying, but He didn’t recant.




e)
The position that Jesus was lying simply isn’t reasonable.



2)
Jesus is a lunatic: Jesus thought he was God, but he really wasn’t




a)
There are many lunatics in asylums who believe they are God.  Their character traits are egotism, narcissism, inflexibility, dullness, predictability, inability to understand and love others as they are and creatively relate to others.  This is the polar opposite of Jesus.




b)
When we meet lunatics, it is almost immediately obvious and we feel uncomfortably superior to them.  But when Jesus’ enemies met him, they felt uncomfortably insuperior to him.




c)
No Jew could sincerely think he was God…they had a very clear, absolute distinction between human and divine.




d)
Someone who is crazy enough to falsely think himself to be God surely could not create the greatest wisdom ever know on earth, let alone perform miracles.




e)
The position that Jesus was a lunatic simply isn’t reasonable



3)
Jesus is Lord: Jesus is truly the one He claims to be.


c.
What if Jesus’ disciples were the one who invented the “myth” of Jesus’ divinity?



1)
Why?  If they were lying what did it get them…all but one of the apostles were martyred.  Christianity was illegal until the 300s and Christians worshipping Christ as God were tortured and killed.  Some denied Christ and sacrificed to idols, but no one ever said it was all just a big hoax.



2)
The disciples couldn’t have been crazy…crazy people don’t write brilliant works like the New Testament.  And there is no other idea a Jew would be less likely to invent.



3)
It’s simply unreasonable.  If someone of his disciples were “falsely” claiming Jesus as God, then there would have been other disciples who would have said, “What are you talking about, Jesus never said that.”  But such a thing never occurred.



4)
What lie could transform so many lives, giving joy to Christians going to the lions den, conquering the world mainly through the force of sanctity, love, and miracles, and attracting the brightest minds in history.



5)
“Aquinas argues that if the Incarnation did not really happen, then an even more unbelievable miracle happened: the conversion of the world by the biggest lie in history and the moral transformation of lives into unselfishness, detachment from worldly pleasures and radically new heights of holiness by a mere myth.”

2.
Another argument: the Resurrection


a.
If Jesus Christ didn’t rise from the dead, then our faith is in vain (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:14)


b.
That Christ rose from the dead is the only reasonable conclusion from the historical events.



-
Even Josephus, a Jewish historian, living until 98AD wrote:  “About this time arose Jesus, a wise man, who did good deeds and whose virtues were recognized. And many Jews and people of other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. However, those who became his disciples preached his doctrine. They related that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion and that he was alive. Perhaps he was the Messiah in connection with whom the prophets foretold wonders.”


c.
Maybe Jesus didn’t die on the cross



1)
Jesus could not have survived the crucifixion: the Romans were masters at killing people and soldiers would have suffered the death penalty for bungling the crucifixion.  They didn’t break his legs like the other soldiers, testifying that he was already dead.



2)
It is psychologically impossible that the apostles would have been so transformed and confident in the resurrection if Jesus would have simply appeared as a badly beaten, half-dead man.



3)
How could a half dead man move the stone.  Neither the Romans nor the Jews would have moved it.  The soldiers couldn’t have fallen asleep, punishable by death, and would have awakened at a huge boulder being moved.


d.
Maybe Jesus never rose from the dead.



-
Then when the apostles claimed He did all the opposition would have to do is go to the tomb and get his body as proof.  They simply never did this.


e.
Maybe the apostles stole the body, made up the resurrection, or were hallucinating.



1)
How could the unarmed disciples overpower Roman soldiers?



2)
After the crucifixion of their master, the apostles did not believe Mary Magdalene and the disciples from Emmaus and had to see and touch the resurrected Christ who reproached them for their disbelief.



3)
Why would the disciples make up such a story…what did the “lie” get them…persecution, cruel torturing, and martyrdom.



4)
Not only the apostles saw the resurrected Lord, 500 hundred saw the risen Christ at the same time and place.



5)
He couldn’t have appeared as a ghost because they touch Him and he ate with them.


f.
The facts point to the only reasonable conclusion: Jesus really rose from the dead



1)
The tomb was empty



2)
Hundreds of people, including the apostles, saw Christ risen, touched Him and spoke with Him.



3)
They were willing to die horrible martyrdoms for this truth.


E.
The Blessed Trinity



1.
Even if someone can “see” the Divinity of Christ, many Muslims and even Christians can get confused and hung up on the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity.  It’s understandable; it is the greatest and highest mystery of our faith.




-
our goal is not to give a complete understanding or proof of the Trinity, but to give enough of an explanation so that one doesn’t see it as irrational and mathematically impossible.



2.
Jesus claims to be both God and the Son of God




a.
John 1:1-3; 14 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him… And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.”




b.
John 10:30 – “I and the Father are one.”




c.
John 5:23 – “that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.”




d.
John 6:62 – “What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.”



3.
How are we to make sense of this?  How can Jesus be both God and the Son of God?




a.
Distinction between a “what” and a “who”





1)
When we ask someone, “What are you” they say “human” but when we ask someone “who are you” they reply with their name.





2)
“What” refers to someone’s nature… “Who” refers to their personhood.





3)
There is a distinction between person and nature…though person always relates to nature and a person always possesses a nature.




b.
Jesus is both true God and true man…how? 





1)
Jesus is one Divine Person, the Son of God, with two natures: human and divine (true God and true man)





2)
If we don’t have the divine personhood of Jesus joining the two natures, we divine Jesus into two persons…there must be one unifying principle so that Jesus is one subject and can say “I”




c.
Jesus is the One God in His Divine nature and the Son of God in His Divine Personhood as relating to God the Father.





1)
This makes sense with the use of the word “Son of God”






a)
A son is of the same nature as his father, though distinct from his father






b)
No one can be a son if they do not have a father and vice-versa





2)
Does this divide up God into three gods?






a)
No, God is not three persons like we are three persons with distinct individualize human natures.  There can be only one individual, infinite, all-power divine nature.






b)
That one divine nature (one God) is possessed completely by three Divine Persons.



4.
Could “Father, Son and Holy Spirit” just refer to aspects or modes of the one God?




a.
No because that wouldn’t explain why Jesus was praying to His Father.  If Jesus is God the Father, why would He pray to Himself.




b.
Jesus continually makes a distinction between Himself and the Father, without denying that both are God.





1)
John 8:17-18 – “In your law it is written that the testimony of two men is true; I bear witness to myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness to me.”





2)
John 16:27-28 – “For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.”



5.
Could “Son of God” refer to Jesus’ humanity and “Father” refer to Jesus’ divinity?




a.
That would divide up Jesus into two subjects, which doesn’t make sense.  Flesh doesn’t pray, people do.




b.
Jesus says things of the Son that are impossible if they refer only to His humanity.





1)
John 17:5 (Jesus praying) – “and now, Father, glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory which I had with thee before the world was made.”





2)
John 17:24 – “Father, I desire that they also, whom thou hast given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory which thou hast given me in thy love for me before the foundation of the world.”



6.
So when giving a basic explanation of the Trinity, it is important to remember:




a.
There is only One God who is infinite and all-powerful




b.
Jesus claims to be God while also claiming to have a unique relationship with God as Father.




c.
This is only explained by the Trinity: Three Divine Persons in One God or One God in Three Persons.




d.
This is not a mathematical impossibility, 3=1, because of the distinction between person (who) and nature (what)…three “who”, one “what”


F.
The End Result of the Divinity of Jesus Christ and the Blessed Trinity



1.
The message of Islam is one of corrupted revelations and a God far away.



2.
The message of “The Da Vinci Code” is one of abandonment, where the truth isn’t revealed to us but hidden only for the elite to discover.



3.
The message of Christianity is one of God as our loving Father who progressively reveals more of who He is and His plan for us until the fullness of time when He sends His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to give us the fullness of grace and truth revealing the inner life of who God is and giving us the power to enter into the love of the Trinity by becoming sons in the one Son, Jesus Christ, through baptism.  He does not make this truth difficult to find, but establishes a church on the apostles and sends the Holy Spirit to keep that Church from being destroyed and His Revelation from ever being corrupted so that the full treasure He died to give us would always be there.

IV.
Resources


A.
For information on Islam



1.
Books




a.
“Islam: A Catholic Perspective” by Catholic Answers




b.
“The Bible and the Qur’an” by Jacques Jomier, O.P.




c.
“Answering Islam” by Norman L. Geisler and Abdul Saleeb



2.
Articles on the Web:




a.
“Comparing Christianity and Islam” by Peter Kreeft -- http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/apologetics/ap0009.html



b.
“Endless Jihad” - http://www.catholic.com/library/endless_jihad.asp

B.
Information about the Divinity of Jesus Christ, the Resurrection, and the Trinity



1.
Biblical Proof of Jesus is God - http://ic.net/~erasmus/RAZ98.HTM


2.
The Divinity of Christ - http://catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0020.html


3.
The Resurrection of Christ - http://hometown.aol.com/philvaz/articles/num9.htm


4.
Biblical Proof of the Trinity - http://ic.net/~erasmus/RAZ99.HTM


5.
More info on the Divinity of Christ and the Trinity - 
http://www.catholic.com
